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Abstract

Participation in higher education is a significant indicator of development of a society. It is
continuously reported that the level of participation of the Muslim community in higher education,
especially among male students, is lower than that in other communities in Sri Lanka. A
comparison of the involvement of the Muslim community in Sri Lankan university education based
on gender shows that male students’ university entrance rate is lower than that of female students.
The main purpose of this study was to explore the level of Muslim male students’ participation in
higher education. To achieve this purpose, the following objectives were formulated: to identify
the status of Muslim male students’ participation in higher education, to examine the perception
of Muslim male students on pursuing higher education and to find out the reasons for their low
level of participation. The study was conducted as a survey and data were analyzed quantitatively.
The sample for the study was selected from the Advanced Level classes of four schools in Matale
Education Zone. A total of 56 out 552 students, 28 out of 49 teachers and 29 parents from these
four schools were selected as the sample. It was found that willingness to participate in higher
education among male students was at a minimal level. About 63% of male students in Advance
Level classes wanted to complete their studies and seek job opportunities after their Advanced
Level Examination instead of engaging in tertiary education. It was also found that there was a
lack of awareness about the opportunities for tertiary education among these students. Therefore,
it is suggested that conducting awareness programs on the importance of and avenues available to
participate in tertiary education to the students would help to increase Muslim male student
participation in higher education.
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