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Abstract

Primary school students in Malaysia face problems in writing short stories. Therefore the
researcher has been conducted a research on 25 students from the Tamil school he is teaching.
The 'Cognitive Theory of Multimedia' method introduced by Richard Mayer is used in this
research. This method is used by referring to the picture, where the students are guided to write a
short story. In addition to it, the theory of creativity development (Fisher) is also used in the
group discussions. Various pictures were presented to students in the groups and after more
practice, they were able to lead to a better start and end in writing short stories. This was done as
a move to encourage students' thinking ability. The above activities were conducted for selected
students for a month. At the end of the study, a picture was given to students to write a short
story. Overall the stories were written with best beginning and endings. Three best short stories
are presented here as a proof of this study. Furthermore, students pointed out that the above
techniques had greatly helped them to prepare the short stories.

Keywords: Short Stories, Tamil School, Cognitive Theory of Multimedia, Theory of Creativity
Development, Thinking Ability
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