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Abstract

An adage that originated through the experience of the illiterate people from a particular field or
activity is what we call as ‘proverbs’. A proverb is only classified as one if it has been widely
used and applied throughout ages. Therefore, Tamil proverbs are often known as folklore or
spoken literature. It is also used in colloquial and written works. People’s knowledge, culture,
work and norms are the main sources for its existence. Proverb guides a man to live in the
society with moral ethics, community knowledge and cultured maturity. Tamil schools seem to
be the reason for these adages to exist and stand still among the Malaysian Tamils, till date. The
major purpose of this research is to figure out the frequency of the proverbs used in information
medias such as reputed radio stations and daily newspapers. The result of this study showed that
the use of proverbs through both of these conventional medias are very rare. However, this issue
can be handled if the authority, workforce, and participants of these two medias initiate a
solution together, with devotion for the language. The guidance from the elderly people whom
use proverbs well to communicate should also be found to make this possible.

Keywords: Tamil Proverb, folklore, spoken literature, colloquial, information media, radio,
newspaper
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