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Abstract

Periyapuranam is a biography of 63 devotees of the Saivisme. Suntharamurthi Nayanar is known
as a leader of the great Periyapuranam. His biography is widely told in it. Suntharamurthi
Nayanar's Thevaram or Thirumurai have been compiled as the seventh Thirumurai out of twelve
Thirumurais. These are also called Thirupattu. The main four devotees followed different
approaches to attaining the Lord. Suntharar's approach is sagamarkam which is unique among
them. Suntharar used the method of friendship to reach the Lord. He had a close relationship with
Lord Shiva as a friend. Thus, he got everything he wanted through Shiva. He has manifested this
attitude in his Thirumurai and in his way of life. It is no wonder that Sundarar and his Thirumurai
found prominence in the great Periyapuranam. This study is to explain the unique method of
friendship that Suntharar undertook to attain Lord Shiva and to tell the companionship that existed
between Lord Shiva and Suntharar.

Keywords: Periyapuranam, Panniru Thirumurai, Suntharamurthi Nayanar, Suntharar Thevaram,
Friendship, Companionship, Sagamarkam.

SpUleyF FmyD

mE6 FOWSSHL 63 BIWATOTTEEN6T UTPSMS QUTLTHMMS Snmieugl  OIUFWLFTemLD.
Oufluyrragdler  UmLLULS SmevaleTd  FhaTepisSd BIwerT) Hsnsnrg. Ay
AUMPSMSE FHSSITD OUAwTTESSl) LTaeTs S mULL (heTengl. FhSTPTSS [BTweot Ty
Guoolw  Sepopsdt  uaell®  Segompssi  getagl  ShEmDuUTeS
QerG@ssLULL(heTengl. Smel SHLUTL(H 6TOTMID AMPS&ESLILBD. MEF6 FLOWE G MU E6ITTeo
BTVAIMBLD  Z)6MMELENET DL USDSTeT GlausuGom ISP MEEmeTL LD MlerTy. SiSlev
SHSTFT FELTTSSD 6TEID AMMSWMD SONEF MUY UTLBESSTSD. L6 MO 6L
&HSTT BLL Wmemw LWeL(hSSlerTy. e 61 CHmpsmo Lyeor(h &HSTT 6 HwrLfTe
FuOumwraLar  CEmREU 2 pmas OlETamgmBST]. QST  STer  eidpHoLIw
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DSOS  Flower cpod  GlupMIS OlETEIILIT. QbS JIMSWmDUImET S
SmwmmasTler alplub ampsmaes OIBEMSsTan LeolubsSweTsmTy. LS, SbST[HEEL0
urg  SmYmnEEEGL  oufluyrransde  SApudlb  HoLssdle Y sFsFlub
earnlome. LI5S e SFBHSTT Lmmemear oW ComHoISTeaL BLL (WMl
MensGauCasT(h FHubumLTImISSL HFHSTHSGWMLEW LmHES CHTPMLMWWLLD g6
Fplemuwd FnneCsum@Lb.

SMFQFTHHeM:  OuFluygmewid, Ul SHWD, SFHSTPTSS BIWEIT]T, SHBSTT
Gaaumyd, BLY wemm, CHTPmL, FSOMFHSLD.
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P ST DI}

mFa FoWSSlor 63 Brwearomjsefley BTy WwHSw QL CumSaTmery. oufseT
popBw  FmEpTaFbUbST,  HGBTUSSTE],  SHSTWIHS  BTWT)  DHHID
Tell&EEuTEFST Speuf. QbBToafley Curswd usHub Leneou TDHST &FHSTIPTSD
Brwerny. Oger QbW ErhHsE6fe USPHWD Fbeorwpb aIUDHMHES STLEL L SH6L
mFa FOWSHMS BEMOBTLL AL SoPSCHTRSEF OFWLWAD UBSMTSEHST FHST(HLD
QHAUTTETT. 63 BITWETOTTEEM6T UTDSEME auFrn S LolupmMdmasEn GluflwyTmer sl
GBI UTDEMS UFeITm UFaenss GMUAL LU (heTengl. &hESTHler Sl em mee
uetell(h Sl ME6ITeL 6TLMD HMHUPMMEBMTES O\GTGSSILILL_(HeTemer. emel SlHLLTL (h
STETIID SHMPSSLLBL (©leusTsmemeuriyerreor, 2011)1.

SHISTAPTSS BTWETTT SlHBTUTT 6TID 2emifled SFloULESTEETTET &ML LG (HEGSLD
SoFeprailurmean WOnbsTy. BOLEAWTMHTT b Qupouwemys C&mamrL  &bsiflear
G & Smuaariumiqulear SrsrTear Bremes CEmpT  SiUemT  CUSTTSSETETIT
(erdleurd WwsGIBGLNT &Saumldl SoTTer Feumblast, 1992)2. el LhH6D 6TUSWSID
QuPCoT Wue CFWLHHBS LT LW SGSD SHauTUIL Faublugpwmear uCwrdHesT
CauLgdled aubg FHeTOr Pl OETeoLry. GUAwUTTENSSe) HBHSTT MEHOMUSIH60
FauCluporefler &bar 2 mHelaflary 2 Fssablrarmn urfaudl Sibenwwmifler Lenlll6)Lebr s
Smarflar G GEmamTL MLWNET SMTEOIONS Lyaldle) SiuGFlEHs SEILIULILL L GTEH6D
S pUUpSng. Lol InLouhsg <pmaseflen 2 earm CUTEGD SHEMID SaTOmaT UbHS
ShssTL_O\ameTEnorn &FhHSTT GeusmrigUl(hHESLILGWTE, FlaGILBTET UMmTS SH(HLOCTS
Cameug ey FHHGHBHTL_O\&TeEmTLITT.

SHSPTSS BTwermy 38000 SHHWmMSMTL LML SSHHBSTOID 1026 LML 606
WL (G &TVGSTEL APWTDN SlmL&sELoupmer (Gsmume gwrf, 2005)3. &FHSTHD NUTS)
Fmwompaepd  oufluyrrangdle  FpudLb QuUSlaTmer. &HSTT Sk L 60T
CupO\sTaTL. FEHLITHSID 6TOID BLL WOD &HSTHSS SolFSplaomL goubsSsugl
ETETMTEL NG LInSUILEMEV. SFHSTT L6 MeUDIL 60T ClSTemTL [BL_L|Meled STT6umInns SersH@
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Geuemriqweupemms Compflb CsL(hu Glumeuemg@umearyy o flapwwLer CsLumy. sbsifler
ST SOTUD 2. Dad QMDD  §Omis  OlEmereriul L O\saTusn&, &FBhSTT
Geuemrig WU MM SFlouGlILHLTET SiUHES NSS5I0HBES CBIfES GlEmeTemaMLD.

shoTilar ampma 2pn CrreGmaemn, lamyl Cumary & GUTSMmISE,L 6T
QMDPBS BIWETONT WIbHlosmen. SpUIEID AU ADVSS FlUATGWTTSEHSGSD  ST6T
SIQWTT 6T60 LswfloyL_60T emeTTeusmIWD ousmThs ‘Sl(HS0\SMeTLS0\gmeme’  Lmlq Whelermi.
FlouaiqWTFEemen FpLmus Fnmib SHHSOISTEILS0ISTMmS, ASMETL LUTqW SbEST[HEGSL0
FAplemusd SHIIETNG. &HISTT SG aTDmaSIHIL FHaudbsmarur umgwmsflu
LUFBREETL SOTSSD FlaublumLTmEGSLmLWlorar  Campmbamw  Ou@arsl  udley
QEWHMmLULMS MW (PLgWD.

2 My

sLajmem  LAoLLILUGSFIUSDHGSWL, afubudDGSL, JIHLOSTOL &ML  GlUNSDHESD
RAI0TH WLSSIHDGD ASEOT Heofl eufl 2 6TemgGl. 6T  WIMSTWD, LSHSHHESLD
SLOJEHEGL QoL Cuwmer QsTLiY BoOLOUDNES (B Tearmd SISSTLFY  Fiflwrer
WDl LHBSTL HIFFWD BETMD LWSSD 6TOIMID SHIISOTDETT. @ LSS SaTgl
sLaefLpBES SHmamULL OUNUSHEET LG SLaEHL6TTEr 2 Melle)  SeTener
sTeueUT MlemeuBnis s Glametem Geusnor(hd sTaTLSHEHT GMIUEALL eulpemmeEsT 2 simemeot
(Robert Lavenda & Emily Schultz, 2010)*. @maGWw & FoW pEFTRIWTSEHET (HOUTTET
‘SILUf 6T SNMPSSLILIBHD él@g,rreuasasu&n gl Hmuemnuled elenslweTemy.

2 pay Carey BL(H 2 swrgey SUImisTTe)

WHS UTESIG Sl per Bn&GGw” (5:90:10)
SIBMOUGl, WTOTTHAT SL6YM6T RGNS NGE FCHTSTSSI0 2 M6 VG BL_LMmel
2 (HEUT&H SIS Oametau@am(h SI6L6Y MEMEUSD O\ & mer(h &BL_6(THL_6T QLY
QametaurGruimerme), SL 6T SibS 2 Memel BHIFFWD oHNS6\ETsTauTy. AL (HLlerml
SIUTTeL  Sieueymedledr epeuld L 6yeifledT QHLIMUWD CUHMSMWWD 2 6017 (PlgUD  6TETLIGI6L
owdleLEm6L.

SLoT gmear Fhsmer WLOHOID USSHmW LWLTSS OlETEIL  aMPSmBUT6,
Q60T  BrweToTmHD — OleuaGamy  afurl(h (WD ESmETWD,  SleuGILITHLOT G 60T 60T
QsrLiysmeTud  SOLLUNGSSETT. 2 STTEIONS, SHEHTOTFOUBST Sloumars — Seor
SHMGWTHO|D ST TS GSLBMSWTHOD OClETE(H SHL UM  CleTTRIEITT .  Leurf
FEHUSIHT LTSI BTG SHMS LEEMISSmLUlomsr 2 meneal CUTaTDHOSTEH 2 memeu
JOUbSIS OlBTETLTT. HHBETUSEHTF] ST il NIOWTHOD SLCYDET SHEMEVELEITTSELD
O&meiL. 5F WLITESED 6TEID 2 Pemel HLUBSH  Fleumem ouTRIEIOTTT. &HSTPTS
BTWENTITT SL_6IEN6T EIEIHIGSDESTEOT F& LIFSSL 6Tenld BHL N6 auflemwds & memrLT.
SleU]  SLDT  HG  FPhS BEULITES 6] DOISCISTENI(b  CITREI@ITT.  BIETSTIS)
[BTWEITLOMITITEOT LOME00TEHUTEFE] FloUned ST STHVTEE OlSMewT(h EHTET DTTHSID 6T
QULAILTEL  GUETITRIEIETIT. &FLOWE GSMEUTasT [BrevsuFmey Werummuiul L euflurl(p penmaerlen
JITHWID  amml  GUn  prweronysst  Werupplearmissr  (whowh saomwps  Codls
EpTeTEbUBS UrwETilu  Seamblest, 1997)5. &BSTpTSS BTWeTT)  SlouGlLi(hLOm L 6o
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OBmRIW BLOUS OSTETGHBESITOL euf & Fow Bruaorjsefle  gefledmiy
QuDPTTES SHSLLGSDTT. SL6Im6T SHTSH O\BHRISIL BETUTTSESSET (LPEILD &L _6|emer
UETRIG6USIL BLLN60T (hH LS ML WTNSmS &HSTT 2 haursslwstenmy (CamoapbSrn
2001)8.

FSHIMJEHSHID

Q@ BOTUFLLD OFWSSUILBL AT BLL 6T S mUUbGSDG. 2 60&led Wle 2 6margLome
DTS 2 MEYSTE BL L 6TOTLMNS S(HSSM6T auedwmISSISIDSI. BLL (BT aUTDSmSmW
WWOLWTES 2 FaFngl. FoLTTSSD Tarllbhag Qmmam ar Ty ©C\EmeTeTeaD
Slumy  SmLweyd ey GomosEmsTEpd BLLY wempulrear usdl CBEM (SbssTil
peogEmdl, 1993)7. SmwBSTSSle,
‘FOTOTIEEL STCOT FHOMIES DTOTS
LOGTIOTTSSBLD WIDAPSS] FIGSIEG6eT emauilgms” (10:5:1)
T Slmepevf, mFa  OEpMseiley CuUTessmse SELITSSD  TOLSTSS LIS DT].
FaLMTEED 6Tarug Compemw GBEM (ursrmegsr, 1999)8. ume QUEBHLTST ‘LSS EmS
LoD  Slmwmpuley Cursd’ TEID  FemevLideomer SG Spllelled ‘FTSW L6  6TEID
SHUOLTHeTET SigliLemL Ul LSSHEGSD SLajEhSGSLer BLemer 6lersGSmmy. ‘Fmew
uey  6TETUG6EN  clpould LB ZOISSLIULL. ety Qe  FETESEEhSS L Gw
o HAUMSSLIULL BLY GuTaTDG 6T Heuf &SnDSIDTT. &, SL6JmeT  OIBIHRISW
BEOOTUTTSL  UMell&@GL  meory — ‘Fmsw  uel’  aarpompssUUbSng.  BaoTUTTSS
O\&mewTg(HHESTYIL LMMaEISES cupRELILL. Caemmqw LS Gemmelearml aupmsLILHD.
8Bss Gl LEST 01FWeis HOAMDASITHAD SL MmN aILHUSDSTEED TSI
gursb QFLws swrrmes Quury (ume Gluwmer, 2013)°.

&HST®D CHTpamwwd

&HITT G UTLesefly ‘Comper, ‘sTaraymlw Campeomil, ‘Searmears GHmpsmo
ShSMme’, ‘cTaormensr <yl ComperTil  6TEID OFTOLOTLLSHMETL L  SIL_MiG6iTlen
LweTU(h S SWeTemiy. 8 F6\FmaeTL_& FHS(HSBGSLD FlouO LTS Gl UdlevrTeoT
Campemwew THSSISST_(Hugnamear Fmbe ST eTearemd. &FbsTiflear eumpsley gmeor
SopamiL a1 OsmaiL. Compamwenwsds Olsran( sSarsE Coammgwanmns sl Gom
SWaHsCLT Geoeumoed Crrigurss CsLl(h CUOHMES CETEILT . Q6D Slheumehifls
sTflures  laapene gomE OCsmaLgml Nss OTm  WSL  Sloueriq WTF 6T
G&HSTMTS ‘SLIATTET CHMpaT 6TaTMMPSSaT] (FRS BLFTem, 1988)10.

&HOTHO FELMTHESMSS OlGeflauTs ManE@Gh amaeuled SFHSTFler LTl V&6
oL (bt g aTPSmMSWIRIL U GLsmens  Csmg  &TLL @l w.
WSEWLTETOISTH G Wrblgealen, Fhery Carwmear Glugbmeaiin Glupme ©lemeor
OFLamsmT T(HeSE OlFOID aLIUID, Flo L,SSMIREST AuDmME O\ETETm6TILIG S SIE
OFev&leTmen. S BeTLy6mTe U0 aumpd Slovell b FHaTT emd wWwemmwi(h CFwLuCsm(b,
WrmSSWL urgismuupm Qe gdle BF wLl(hb 20 gGememelwurGrm( T QmSS BT
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sTerm) UMy elemmssamens 0gmbuugl &bhaTT Flabludmorear g Oamamigbbs LUTESMmS
Oaugars Gasluubhsssng. Sammasib WTHD OlETETmeTYGSS (PLGWTSH 6TEOTLMSWID
Seeurn C&msTemeTssT BLLULMS SLemmetst SPWmos) SLevene 6TaTUg OSABSHmHBS
Gurdld, FBETT ‘SThHIHISSM SmbST eTArTGar eTary CasLlemauld TGl 6oy
SLBS Sy omGs uyolubhSng. QempeaTt &BHSTT SLBGH STL(HD  TeamUI6LT
seml UnmHeEd OaeliubhssCa  Lssammamer el  OBTETmOMLLGSGSD GO
2 (HEUTE 6T

Qrewr(y weTNHMET WEHE QB LyOIUTL L DUTLTET TDSMSE QMBS
Gurdld &BSTT Sipam ampmaGu GomHolETamgBBSTT. &EST RMOUTSHID FHloumears
sefly Cap HAbsoardsd Lmbsdome. LepGs &mrard &hsIT  WHIDsiludsd
CaemriqugsGumey  s&& SHWSIHL  Qempeaatmed  FbSSTHO\ETsTETUILL L CHWTGSLD.
5Fmend aCurdlasr 2 meled by FHaumearl ‘WsaT daTnmWPsSsEUTIID MG 67 HMIS
Qaren(h F6lEFTLTCLGW gbemwl urhory SHHSTOIL Umiss Fauallar LUTFSms
sTaTeOlouetT) O\FTELIG. SmSS OSMLfBS SLWOIL D Sbg Cuslwugmew FeaubumwrGer
FHITHSHS uaTOTeoL ] 6T QUL (oiTme Qrmosimsn, 2010)'. &ESTiler
UL 6060 QB ‘SNEIEHET  UTOIGTETL 60T  6TEID GIFTELMLGID HUTEHENG GIBIHMISIW
2 memelll LDETHNIS DS

SGILL_(blern) SLOEHSSD SFHISTPTSS BIUETHSSD QenLuleomer  [BLL
STSIIULTOESTEE SHSLULGHS DG, SLAEHSSD FhHeSTHSSL QL uleomear Bl LSS
UTDLSET  Levenen. Fleuer FeTSG OlEmemr.  ETIADITR SOTSSTSE  6TMSWID  OlF WUy
TRTUMS SAPBIHBHBS GFHSTT, S6r g CHTuD C\EmeaTL emerel LTmeIWTIE FLOmSTerD
Qeuw LmpaumarCu STEH ADUIADTTT. SHSHSSTES 6TOMD e  SluGer gl
QeaTns Qafsemgl BL 90T SemLwmenors 2 wWibg CuslulL gl &hESTIpTsSS BTwe Ty
SDmWLWS ST UTPASNSS CHmeauwmear GlFoamEmeTs CasLLCGHT(H HmD 2 &l
Faugd smLwb Camfsmamuwn Fauaflb Causpo How QUOM®BESTT (&FH&G g,
2010)2. Q&G &BSTT et ampslw Curs DHmeoemwl erupDlearTy 6TaTLS &S
FTET DTG LD.

G, FHITHESS CSTLIHSG A& aPREISOIETEuTY(HBS & 6L LTSS
slemenager  Qevsumoed CursGey, WEaD SaumeWOMBHESTT. &EHSTOmT Wsan Crelss
Houerr GeorenL_w,j Slpmifler serelley Comenl, &HsTar L gaflows SAFULSHSTS ST
aflFE Gelwe apnGusts ANASsTT. QGICuTGa WHOMTIH bW, SHEmSSTaYFl
FuOILHLTEMET  AETRGMUSDSTS CuGIHTTD Lwmlgsssear elametams uslwyn GFmien
SIOLBS &HITMHSS FaublumorGear o apfliCuUTSsITe uSTTD ThHSSH 2 mTaD
urer C&r(hesmy (OlusTtensTeumyeorer, 2011)'. &HSTIPTSS BTWETTH UL Lgeofl Sl_LLmgs
ST Queng  Sleer  THSE  GLDlmeoulen UCUTGID &HBESTHES 2 auaalsss
SaUTel6VEmeY 6TETLMS LFGW lmsGS MG

FIOTUSFD LQHEGSGD R BOTUFET 2 TG meT WWHES AUHESS CHemeuwmeor
2 sallemw QPEGS M Fpbs Compiflar sLmbwrG. URGals SHmelpmslen g
CFlw sargl LoaTMEGL Gurgiomer U ZEMEOOIWATUSTH  SIFCIFNAGMS S
sLaefl_fiprgs Oupns Osmmmugsnsrs &ESTT SoUysry Csrmallgsds Ol&armmy.
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SLOYD6T aleTRIE, ST FS5S55mES S mwier Casmuimens sHOIImBES ©EFmSHEMENS
GMNSZ SFlv 2 prEem] &HSTT. ]  BHSSorlddmes  dAllssCurs, ST
ubsSMES OEmsnHET SHESMENMTE LIOBHHESMSE Sl  QPpFSHWILLLTY.
SLOEHL 6T 2 (HAUMSSLILLL [BL_LN60T STTeorons 6Te060m GBIMRISGETQID &L 64T QIHLILMS
&hSTT ANBIAGESTT. QS Ben 6hbs Crrede shary Camgeamab i&ssaED
sLeaT  Gurgomar OFLASMSWD  SRESOSWD  CBTHSIMSSDTT  6TaTLmS
UNISSF DS, LG FautumLIEIL 6T &HHSTIPTSS BIUSTTHES QHBS OIBmHRIEIW
2 memes ST (Sl

GMEOG  CBTLIBSG, SBYwsGano QampaclBlpbg ouDmnEosTammrL
OQFvasme Smammily SMEGS ShSMHEBHLTN &FheTT Ceusrigermy. &louGILhLTEID
HmYaGadd Smseh waflpss pnmle mst CUTLE Smambifle 2 6mem Gosgle
Thos16 Oamenepwmy umissTy (CleusTamsmaumyeaomer, 2011)!. SHYHSTHL HoOL 55
Q&ad Fmeaurehifley SHlOLSSLOILMIIS ASFTSTEIOTET STHWD ASWID pomMlev 6L (h
GNP THULG  WOHOID  FTSHUILLTS  Q6aTM.  &Felee0senoweter &L eyelfler
FTuTgSSlamme L (HCw LHCurarn msweme BLSS WWb. Qbs el (hesT
LOMID  HSD6SEET  puld  FleuOlUGHLTEID  FHSTHL — SESET  CUEIUTET  [BL6HL
Blep S glsemen.

gar GuTpLLsmeT BlempGaupPw &HSTT STear QmpWr(h HLEGL SHHMTSMS
2 @IBSAUTTL Hmarnechmasson Csmalsden Qammuwlg Gsy Ceueiig HeTOMT. &HSTOT
asglab Crelss Lmpeaear, Sarg MELusHnCspu sSLBOILD MPSSE ClSTeTsT
QeusTemeTWITENET QRETMImET ST MEUSSTT. 6ThS M QT Curdlyb FHaT GSSW
2 Lmvs OamanGL Qempulg GFF @lqujd. e FHSTOT  OleUsTENTWTENET  PILD
UMM STV 2L QLT SO Sl CFr oSS Osme  FleublL(kLme
FaHLMIGESH0 ufl HHITHSS Yo Msmas CsalaLbsasng. QGuraD Wsg)
Cudmpy BETWETLT(Hh&EGD LUESHESL &L LTSS &hHSTMHESD TG CHTpems @ Lomer
SellFSplemu  agTal LoDETONISDG. CHTH, m&Eamub OGlFoaD  apuIe) a6
Coouetr HauGerm(h CHFISG SFHSTOTUD 6lmTREWGID, SHHLTEID ITDLEID  &FHSTEO]T
Fauoumwreiar Gsmpsames arCummgid, GCuogeudle Coaursst &haraomy wroiFerm
slemoemauled  FlauCu@por@ear  ‘BHSL  oager  SHBETEETTET  6TOTM Fn MIUGID
SmpaugL_armer FhSTHOT 2 DaSES ML SIRESMID Y GL.

Sneurs SLaEHSGSD FHSTIWPTSSH BTUSTTHSSL LenL_Ulemer [BLL| 6T
Serder Ay LelsTEEHhESS SLOEHLOT  @F 2mmel  OLUHS SIS DS
QUPIISTLIgWTGSLD. SpeTomemel Flaugb imLws OFwwn aflsamer QGICUTaTD 2 meydHeT
sTeMNSTH ST DET. QB BL L L)6WTSEEHOME 2 6T EHMITEIHEM6ET i LML WTHS O\ Tl gi.
SHSTFET UTDEMS UTLTHMIL YTOLD (PSL QNS DT BLbS AMEOSS HSLD6|SHEHL
sie]  FlauOumbrai o CBmESLTET, SHAlSFeWTEr BLOLUS  O\ETEuY(HESHMS
BlepisSearmer. &bHSTHler ampsmalle sELMTEsD Tamid Eampen GIBM (PPmLWTSL
LWETU(HSSLILL LG TSNS TS MPSMS HEDASEHD SHUPMHDSEHD FDHS
FTETODETLMNS DMISS6IWETS).
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