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Abstract

This study was conducted to evaluate respondents' writing ability through the Bloom’s Taxonomy
1956 theory using a critical reading approach. This study was based on three objectives: assessing
respondents’ essay writing quality before introducing critical reading, assessing respondents'
writing quality after critical reading exposure, and examining the perspective of exposing the
critical reading approach. There were 10 form 2 students from an intermediate school located in
Negeri Sembilan who were enrolled in the study. All data was collected and analysed from a test
sheet, questionnaire and essay marking scheme. There are four reading passages used from form
one and two textbooks. The respondents were evaluated by a post test to determine the
effectiveness of the teaching of learning about critical reading applications in essay writing. This
teaching process has been conducted for four weeks and the respondents have improved their essay
writing skills with a critical reading approach. At the end of this study it was realized that critical
reading approach can improve essay writing.
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Introduction

In 2017 the Ministry of Education introduced the ‘Document Standard Curriculum and Assessment
(DSKP) for secondary schools to enhance student’s main four language skills such as listening,
speaking, reading and writing in Tamil Language (Bahagian Pembangunan Kurikulum, 2017)?
Document Standard Curriculum and Assessment (DSKP) also emphasizes that writing skill should
be mastered by all language learners including Tamil language to create a quality writing
(Bahagian Pembangunan Kurikulum, 2018)2. Writing is also the most difficult skill to acquire as
it involves students to think critically to generate ideas and construct sentences and make
paragraphs at the same time. Writing is one of the skills which we use in our daily lives. Writing
is also an act of delivering our ideas from our mind into words. Writing can foster student’s creative
ideas in essay writing in schools. Moreover, according to Rajendran (2008)3, students can use their
skills, ideas and concept, experiences and knowledge in writing to strengthen their essays. Through
this, students can create various forms of writing to improve their writing skill especially in essay
writing.

In order to achieve high scores in examinations, students need to learn the techniques of
essay writing in order to score higher marks in their examinations. This study has focused on
improving students' ability to write essays through critical reading. This is because reading is an
important tool to improve writing ability. Critical reading needs the students to translate, analyse
and evaluate the part they have read. Critical reading allows students to read a text and absorb the
ideas. Critical reading supports students incorporating new terminology, language, new general
information and paragraphing into their essays. Critical reading helps students to absorb the ideas
they read and express them in their own language in the form of essays (Mohathir Jamaludin,
2000)*. Through this critical reading there are opportunities to assess the level of students’ essay
writing ability.

Tamil Essay Writing in Secondary School

There are many researchers conducted using various approaches as a technique in improving
students’ writing skill. Kamalesh Sella (2016)° carried out a study on explaining writing skills for
students. According to the study an essay is the writing of a concept into a language that is relevant
to the cause. Thoughts that naturally arise in the mind can be divided into two types based on
language. They are spoken language and written language. Thoughts expressed by spoken
language are unlikely to persist if they are not written. Improving writing skills is the first step to
gaining the ability to think. A person’s knowledge is passed on to others through writing. For
example, a writer and a journalist can create the best literature he or she can think of. A student
raises his or her academic standards through writing skills.

In the research carried out by Vanitha Paranjothi (2016)8, it was found that students are
able to write an essay with visualisation techniques. The purpose of this study is to improve the
ability of essay writing by using visualisation technique. The study was conducted to eliminate the
problem faced by the students in writing the essay and to enable the students to expand the concept
by exposing the information in the picture. At the end of the study the researcher found that
students write better prefaces, use of descriptive words, programming ideas, beautiful language,
use of grammars, and writing unexpected results.
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Another research conducted by Sakinah Bt Hamat (2003)’ entitled Improving Students'
Essay Writing Skills through Flat Pictures Approach for Form 1 students. Since these flat images
are images that can give visual effects, students were able to draw scenes of their real experiences
with the help of these images. Students got a lot of new information by looking at the pictures and
used it to write quality essays. Students who scored only 18% in the pre-test scored 50% in the
post test by mastering their imagination skill through these films.

Mohathir Jamaludin (2000)* conducted a study on improving the writing ability of Form 1
students using the ‘SQ3R’ reading method. This technique is designed to explain the cycle of how
to expand the pages and then bring them into article form. In this study students improved their
writing skills by asking questions and evaluating the concept. Two evaluation tools were used in
this study. They used the quiz and the students' essay. The way students use this technique is to
test the content of words, themes, and terminology found in their essays. This strategy featured a
brainstorming session.

Methodology

This study aimed to evaluate participant’s writing ability using a critical reading approach which
comprises Bloom's Taxonomy 1956 theory. This study was based on three objectives:

a) Assessing participant’s essay writing ability before the teaching of critical reading.

b) Assessing participant’s writing ability after the teaching of critical reading.

c) Examining the perspective on critical reading approach among the participants.
Critical reading approach has been taught to participants for four weeks. Participants were taught
about the exposure of critical reading approaches in writing essay. They explained the meaning of
critical reading, usage of critical reading and the method of implementation of critical reading in
essays. In the four weeks, participants learned to identify grammatical errors, use of new
vocabularies and use of proverbs in the reading paragraph using critical reading approach. There
are six steps in Bloom’s Taxonomy Learning Hierarchy. This teaching was carried out using
application level of Bloom Taxonomy. Application method used to generate new ideas in new
different situations. Participants used the keywords of application level such as calculate,
determine, create, present, use, demonstrate and illustrate to implement critical reading approach
in essays.

Participants of the study

This study has been carried out by using a quantitative approach. The study was conducted at a
secondary school which was located in the Seremban area. There were 10 participants who were
studying Tamil language in their school and also have registered Tamil language among a subject
in their PT3 examination. Participants were labelled as Student 1 until Student 10 in this study.
The title of the essay which was used in pre-test and post-test was ‘pollution’ because it was one
of the topics in the form 2 syllabus. Pre-test and post-test were used to evaluate participant’s essay
writing ability before and after exposing critical reading approach to the participants based on a
step by step application of Bloom’s Taxonomy theory. Quality of the participant’s essay was
explained in the terms of elements such as the use of linguistics, grammatical errors, the use of
terminology and the paragraphing method. Participant’s essays were evaluated by post-test to
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measure the improvement of writing ability among the participants. Finally, an overview of critical
reading exposures was collected through a questionnaire.

Findings

The findings of the study were concluded with pre-test, post-test and questionnaire. Respondent’s
problems in essay writing was identified by the pre-test. After four weeks, respondent’s essays
were evaluated by post-test. The results of the pre-test and the post-test were compared and
explained below.

Table 1
Comparison of pre-test and post-test results

Student Pre-test results (%) Post-test results (%)
1 43 83
2 20 63
3 40 73
4 60 87
5 30 60
6 43 77
7 47 83
8 17 67
9 53 83
10 20 67

As to sum, it was found that the respondents had some difficulties in writing the pre-test.
Most of the respondents were found using non-formal language in their essays. Moreover,
respondents were found that didn’t use more new vocabularies and proverbs in their essays. It also
was found that there were a lot of grammatical errors and paragraphing errors in their essays. In
addition to this, terminology and proverbs were also less used in the respondents’ pre-test.
Respondents also do not give proper explanation for the content they wrote and it leads to
paragraphing errors. There were some examples of respondent’s essays from the pre-test and the
post-tests.

Table 2
Example paragraph from grade ‘C’ essay:

Usage of proverbs | ‘ojameans_ps Qeuarars owpsraud eugrg’ (there is no point
regretting later)
Use of ‘pésgsaTewn’ (botulism)
vocabularies
Grammatical smgerd (ewr), Gum_moa (Gum) (spelling mistake)
errors
Paragraph - SMHMIS GTWIenLosCH®B) eIm LI (B 6US6T FTTGSTLD
breaking QsmfpFradvuledBHE Ljens
Qeuafl CuniPmg).
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- unseTBIsear pleopw CUi LWL (RS USTED Bleomil Ljend
Qeuaf GuimyLb.

YT LS OleUGTATLD 9 (LPSTILD TG TRTLISH CHHLI
GLILIGH IS

GLImLSOSTL 19 ufled ClLmL_moed e1PLiLIFTed 9% eS) (5B
QeualCumiLd pF&HS

SO0 ClHIGHIL L|ews SMDHMIS HTWIenL0sCHL oL
RLLICEETIA T
- 2 FTIISH DS, Q)IUNSHWITET HTHMI BILD HUTHEGLD STHEODS
SBHBGLD.

‘There are a lot of smokes released from factories. Most of the people
are using vehicles which released black smoke. We should throw
rubbish in the dustbin but there are some people who are burning the
rubbish openly. It will create more smoke and will lead to air pollution.
For example, the air pollution will affect our breathing system’.

This essay was graded as C because the respondent used only one proverb in the whole essay and
it’s related to the content. Secondly, there was a lack of new vocabulary in the essay. The
explanation for the content was okay and related to the content. Moreover, there are some
grammatical errors and spelling mistakes which lead to score grade C as a result. The above
paragraph is an example from the essay which graded as C.

Table 3
Example paragraph from grade ‘E’ essay

Usage of proverbs | Ggrui @pmig (illness)
Use of samstlFThser LweaTLT® @eeme (N0 New vocabularies)
vocabularies
Grammatical 2 wsgs (8) APwaiiwpse (HPweud wpse) (Spelling mistakes)
errors
Paragraph FBSSI
breaking - gl
QI eTHSH LD
- GT(LpS I GVEm 6V
2 FTFGRILD
- 6T(LpS I GVEm 6V
‘There was no content wrote there. So that, there was no good
paragraph breaking’

This essay was graded as E because the student does not use any proverb in the whole
essay. Secondly, respondent did not use any new vocabularies in the essay. The essay was written
in simple language with a lot of mistakes. The explanations were not related to the contents.
Moreover, there were a lot of grammatical errors and spelling mistakes which lead to score grade
E as a result. The above paragraph is an example from the essay which graded as E.
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After four weeks of learning with a critical reading respondent learned the importance of
using new vocabularies and proverbs in essay writing. Post-test results showed that the respondents
have scored better grades in post-tests that are from D to C and B to A grades. Participants followed
the correct format of paragraph breaking and wrote the suitable explanation for their contents.

Table 4
Example paragraph from grade ‘B’ essay

Usage of proverbs | Grrui Gpmg (illness) oo iCun®se (delaying)

Use of | wraf_gser, gmesteumyy, sAfleraumuyy (NUMan being, oxygen, carbon
vocabularies dioxide)

Grammatical Grmuisewar (1) (spelling mistakes)

errors

Paragraph - TOMIS HTWIenLoECEH® 6T Te) LjeoHulleTe) eI B aflen aTa 6T
breaking Y@L

- @Qsered el jser Cpmui O BmgwL e NS Iiser.
- @@Tempw Fmev asaflar Y Fuw CurEEHeTned LIgenTeuTuers
Qo3
STOMIS6T SHflereumujeuns wasladl L e
- 2 IS DD S, TSHeTEI%eNeS)(BHS 6ImLI(HLD,
AT SN ]
Qeualwm@Ld Lyens, PMILD @)eTen/Ld Liev Q)L miGefed)(bbsl
Qeuaf Gumyid
LIS HET 9),&LD.
- 3L_pg gL Femaied ‘Duolin’ eraip Osmpfpemremeudad®5s)
QaualCumlw Lyens wasaieo Cuw Crpruisearts LgLitNuig)

Air pollution is the effect of smoke. People are suffering from illness
which is affected by the black smoke. Human’s careless mistakes
makes a huge effect on them. Their illegal activities change the oxygen
to carbon dioxide. Smokes from vehicles and factories are more
dangerous. For example, last month smoke from the factories which
are located in Duolin, China affected thousands of citizens there.

This essay was graded as B because the student used more than one proverb in the whole
essay which related to the topic. Secondly, the usage of new vocabularies in the essay was good.
The explanation for the content was good and related to the topic. Moreover, there was only one
spelling mistake in the whole essay. The respondent also wrote a general knowledge content which
related to the topic. The above paragraph is an example from the essay which graded as B.

Table 5
Example paragraph from grade ‘A’ essay

Usage of proverbs | eyp@se oips@ GeiLiug Gume (adding beauty to the beauty)
Qeuarartd aupLpeT yeoaGum Geuast®d (Must do the preparation
before get into something)

wetfmpsTe wrigstd o e® (Nothing is impossible)
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Sempmis seuevar(don’t have general knowledge)

Use of | sywonay, erfemav (Charmer)

vocabularies

Grammatical @evssamiLl Lepsar @eamev (N0 grammatical errors)

errors

Paragraph - SMUIGH LDWITGT FDDIF G LPGVTED BTL 19 68T @U(BLOTGT(LpLD O)LI(h%

breaking UML) BE S FTD S
- IGFHS @& CriLiug Gumew pLd BIL 196D FTUIEHLOWTHa LD
9 LPFHTHLD

QBEGLD FHMIF@LPOSTE Oeual BT L cufler SeucTFens Fis%GELb.
- &EOMIFSHPL YW ITSH LITHSTHS QUIPens eTLflenev
BlenevBIL 19 68TTE)

BIL 19D @& U@HLD HHDILT Liwcwllsefer clessienl|Gend o F % IS ELb.

- @Qsered, BLd BAL1geT Gumpertsrrd L’ G ler) Gesenev
QumuILiLLH
QLG LD.

The beauty of nature will make our country reach a higher level in
economics. The beauty and the cleanness of our country will attract
more tourists to our country. Every citizen of this nation has the
responsibility to make sure the pride of our country and the number of
tourists always remain at a high level. So that, there will be a lot of job
opportunities for others and the economic level of our country will
increase.

This essay was graded as A because the respondent used more than 2 proverbs in the whole
essay which related to the topic. Secondly, the usage of new vocabularies in the essay was
excellent. The explanation for the content was excellent and related to the topic. All the
explanations were supported with more examples. Moreover, there was no spelling mistake in the
whole essay. The respondent also wrote a general knowledge content which related to the topic.
The above paragraph is an example from the essay which graded as A.

Conclusion

Post-test results showed that critical reading approach helped respondents to write an essay which
made students an easier way to overcome their problem in essay writing. Other than that, based on
the questionnaire, student’s overview with critical reading approach were analysed. Most of the
student’s overview was similar with other students. They agreed with most of the statements in the
questionnaire which explained that critical reading was much beneficial to the students in essay
writing. They had a clear focus on what to write when they used a critical reading approach. They
also agreed that they are able to compose one-word essays in ease using critical s reading approach.
It enables them to generate new ideas and organize their writings. Moreover, the students also
agreed that they had confidence to start their text as they have some clear picture of what to write
in the text. Overall, all the ten students who had answered the questionnaire agreed that a critical
reading approach is helpful in composing creative essays.
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Based on this study, it was found that the critical reading approach helped the respondents

to compose better essays with appropriate use of proverbs, grammatical errors, the use of
terminology and the paragraphing method. This is because the participants had difficulties in using
new vocabularies, proverbs, correct grammars and paragraphing methods in their pre-test.
Following the critical reading teaching, it was found that the respondents’ essay improved in post-

test.
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