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Abstract

Critical thinking skills are indeed a vital skill for a person in improving their life standard. A
student who practices this skill in daily life is proven more capable of solving problems they
face. Literature is written in the proper essence of a language, positively plays an important role
in developing the critical thinking skills. Thirukkural is a classic Tamil literature consisting 1330
couplets. This study was carried out to analysis critical thinking among students through
Thirukkural essays. The relationship between Thirukkural and critical thinking was also studied
from this research. This study was conducted among 20 students from Perak secondary school. A
couplet from Thirukkural that emphasize the discipline was chosen as a topic for essay writing
for this research. The researcher used five elements that are understanding, correlating, inquiries,
decision-making skills and concluding it with a detailed summary of critical thinking to evaluate
the students’ essays. The data was collected based on the essay written by students. The data was
evaluated using five elements from critical thinking. The findings of the research show that
Thirukkural develops critical thinking skills of students. Other than that, this study also prevails
the relationship between Thirukkural and critical thinking.
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